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1. The seirfie?d was 500 meters east of the town axit of Tartu
{oEON2'E, 587922'N), Dstonien S8R, betweon the Narvae Highwsy
and the FEmsjogl Rives (For details see Annex). The field,
sheped like an irregular quadrilétaral» was 3 kilometers in
its largest E-W dimension and 2.0 kilometers in its larpgest
N-S dimension. A railroad copnaction did no% exist but
it was planned,

o, The field, an improved air base, was bo become the tfirst~
class airfield of Estonia® after completion of the expansion
to the east.

% i ; x 1,800 & S J=centimeter

% w. The main runway, {0 x 1,800 meters, had a lj-centin r

? concrete cover on a 20.centimeter subgrade fillead w@th sand.
The concrets slabs were 4 X 5 meters, the Jjoints being filled
with tar.

b. The N-O runway, 4O x 600 mpters, was of the same scndigion
and thicknass as the main- E-V runway which slightly sloped
toward the town. Dotk runways haed a slight arch.

1 § orthern and southern concrete taxiway, aach
i% mgiziz Q?ge? nTna first section of the northern ta%(iway9
starting at the hangars, aonsisteq of up-end brlckﬁ»F he
joints being filled with tar. This conaprucﬁi?ns ha%eve§iad
proved a fullure as the bricks expanded in‘wln-ag ap Eax{Q
the surface, Theralfore, thLe remaining s@ctlonao tgi uaigbs
way as far as the runway was given a cover of uoncrs»g ihg 5
ench 12 cm x 4 x 5m., The northern 600-me her sgctio?do b
southern taxiway with alreraft reyetmentg qnqi&s side ha
ve an recondigtioned, its cover veing 8 er thick.
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4. Three zows of alrersft revetuents, 30 meters one
beliind the othsr, were north of ti® field. Each
row hué meny curved certh valls, euch about 30
meters long and 2 meters high, usuully 20 msters spari.
The individual walls were, for _.rotection agcainst splin-
ters, in a chequered position to each other, Three cr -
four rows of »iunss, very close together, were .urked
ir fropnt of the walls, & totul of 200 to 250 aireraflt
veing counted. About 14 reveiments, 80 to 100 meters
apart, were on both sides of ths southern texiwsy as
far ss %Mo cuarve Lowards the north. They wsre ahout
1 meter below surface, their splinterproof walls being
1% meter high. They wers 185 meters long, 10 meters
wide and huad S-centimeter concrete floors, the subprads
consisting of a 1B~ceniimster broken stone and brick
layer,

f. The lLanding field iad a flrm grass cover., The saction

be tween the nmaln runway end the southern taxiway, lncluding
the tuwo runways, the taziways, the landing strip and all
revetnents on both sides of the taxlways, wgg.: drained,

The main sewer, B0 cenvimeters in diameter, was 2 melers
underground as fer as 2 kilooceters from thg Tield border
#nd then ran in en open diteh to thse Harva ifghway. The
gmal lest pipes were 2 inches in dlameter,

6. Thers wers two hLungars, sach about 12 x %0 x 80 e ters,
one of which was oceupied by about 26 biplsnes and the
other serving as a repsir hangar. £ifty © one hundred
regplacenent engines were stored in cne sechtion of %he
re_air hangar and craznes, laties, and a B0-ton oll-
ourated press In the otlher section. The crew was
corgosed of 20 to 2% men. Mo large-scale repalrs wers
done thers bhut engines were exchanged. There were 12-

cyilinmier In-line Vwsepgines which | ] 25X1
25X1 |‘_y:| hud & performancs of 2,000 hp. About 10
engines ware trucksd sway aboul every elghth day,

T. The barrzcks bulldings on the western edgs of the field
served as billets. The airfield administration was
housed in the next to lsst building of ths second row
of houses. The Tirst row of bulldings was comg.osed of
Forage & end two-story warshouses in which alreraft engines
were also gtored. An esti-ated 800 men wsre Guartered
in the barrucks buildings. This nmumber was incraased
by 300 teo 400 fleld workers apnd pround personnsl in
Jenuary 1947 .

B. A fusl dumy whieh was to hsve a railroad spur track
was nesar the northern rosd. From the outside vnly a
iurge hill, 1 to 1) meter high, with & lane leading
%o the road, was seepn inside the dump. Two large tanks,
sach of about H0 cubicmsters causclty, had been oxchangad
in 1945. The alreraft were refuesled from Z0 thres=-axle
TI18-special tenk trucks of 8 D-cublometer capacity asach.
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9. 4 bomb dump, sbout €0 x 100 meters, in a woods porth
of the Tield, stored seversl rows of lJOwkllOEIdmm
bombs, in yiles of five bombs esch,

30, The field had only one obstacle light.

11. Beside the hangars there were a two-story, 12 x lb-meter
bullding and a tower in which were a radio station,
g weather sfetion and s switchboard. 4 lO0-meter radioc
mast was at the side. The crew Lad about %0 men.
Four or five radilo trucks were at the field.

12, The staff was quartered in a villa in & smell park on
the edge of the field, near the barrscks buildings at
the Yama-hoskoya road intersection. A general was CO
of the field. A radio truck was stending in the park

{not entered on the availuble town map).

.1%. 'The fisld was occupled by about 25 biglenes and 250 to
300 ground sttack sircraft.
Descrigtion of ground attack planes: In-line englne,
landing gear retrqcthb Dutvqrd two mechine guns in
gach. wing, & 20-mm gun in rear beat‘ tragezolidal wings,
considerably rounded wing tips, two-sest cockpit for
pilot end s=erial punnewr.

Forms tlon flying and bombing at ground tarrets wus
yracticed day and night. .

14. Construction project: The area east of the field as
far ag the -8 road terminating in the Narva Hirhway
was surveyed from mid-19i4é to early 1947, when the I
canp was sutdenly dissolved. The following improve-
ment work was to be completed by late 1948 :

8s L[xpansion of swin runway by 800 ue ters eastward ss
Tar as a small fir woods which wus to be clsared.

b. A second N-8 runwey, running perpendicular to the
main rurway 200 meters north and 1,000 meters south,
was to be cpnstructed 500 meters east of the existing
=3 runway. Tie main runway was to be 70 weters wide,
the jer,.endicular runway 50 meters.

Al farmers whose farmyards wers in the expansion area
and two more whose farms bordecred on the northern edge
of the ficld hud been given noties in 1946.

The expsnsion 2rsa extended:

Az Tar as the H=-5 rosd on the eact,

As far as the oxpension of the southern texiway on the
south.

As far as the expanslion of the northern tsxiwey on the
north.
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The Uttachad ska 5 ;i r 3 -
availuble town m;z? was supplemented according to the

Report, though covering an old verjod, contains escential
Ssupplementary intormation on tha improvement of the field.
It is assumed that the expansion work was meamwhile com-
rleted so that the field will be suitable for air units
squipped with novel planes. According to other repoxts,
the field was mainly occupied by fighters up to llarch 1948,
dore recent rejports on the field have not bsen received.,

3

R
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1 Annex: Tartu Airfield.

Iepond to Annex:

4 - Veather, radio station end switchbosrd

no

¢

Hengar for biplanes
3 -~ Repalr hangar

- lain jarking site Tor about 250 . lsnes

oo
§

= YW camp

= Northern taxiway

- Ferpendicular runway

6

T - Mein runway

8

9 = Roud with aircraft revetments
10 = Fuel dumyp

11 = Sewer
12 = Bomb dump
13 = Villa housing staff

14 - Alrfield administration building
15 = Garages, s,are garts dumy

16 - Division hosyital with surrounding Louses
17 - Farmhouse, pyartially stripped

18 - Barracks buildings and billets

19 - Ration suuply dspot
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Couthern taxiway with asircraft revetments
Reconditioned section of texiway

Expanded section of main runway (800 me ters)
Flanned second perpendiculsr runway

Small fir-woods, cleared of timber

Bustern fiel@ border, field path to Narva road
¥armhous e

Brandy factory

Estonian National Museum

rarking site for radio trucks

Terrain with bomb craters

Lestroyed buildings

Avout 800 meters to a wirdwill on s hill.
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